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Week of Prayer for Unity Will Stress Local Congregation 

(Geneva) - The world-wide Week of Prayer for Christian Unity sponsored by the 
Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of Churches will be celebrated 
in more than sixty countries, January 18 - 25, using intercessions that underline 
the importance of the local congregation as "sa manifestation of the universal 


Church". 


A leaflet based om I Corinthians, 12, is being sent to its member churcmes 
py the WCC, and many other destinations. With the general theme “The Unity of 
the Local Congregation in the Unity of the Universal Church", the leaflet "is 
designed to help local congregations come to a fresh understanding of Christian 
unity, and through this of their ecumenical character and vocation as a manifest- 


aiion Of cohe one Body of Christ". 


Suggested Bible readings and subjects for prayer are included in the folder, 
which goes to all readers of the Ecumenical Press Service. Denominational head= 
quarters, ministers and clergy, theological teachers and students, writers, 
speakers and broadcasters are being asked by the Faith and Order Commission tO 


promote the observance, 
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Copies of the call to prayer for 1960 and the text of the daily intercessions 
may be ordered from World Council of Churches, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva} 
British Council of Churches, 10 Eaton Gate, London SW.1., or World Council of 


Churches, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, NY. HPS, Geneva 
Luror eer sass EMBARGO; For release AMs 


Saturday, November 27, 1959. 
(Geneva) - A five-member delegation of the World Council of Churches will leave 
here Tuesday (December 1) for a three and a half weeks! visit in Russia as guests 
of the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church. 


Purpose of the visit is to continue the "get acquainted" process initiated 
last June when two representatives of the Patriarchate spent four weeks visiting 
the World Council's headquarters in Geneva. 


The delegation will be the first "fully international, ecumenical" group of 
church leaders ever to visit the USSR. Its members represent the Reformed, 
Lutheran, Baptist, Anglican and Orthodox Churches and come from the Netherlands, 
USA, Burma, Britain and Greece, The delegation will be headed by Dr. W.A, Visser 
't Hooft, WCC general secretary. 


The group is expected to have at least two formal meetings with Russian 
Orthodox Church leaders in Moscow. No advance agenda for the talks has heen 
planned and discussiom will be on topics of "common interest", 


In addition the delegation will talk with leaders of the Lutheran, Baptist— 
Evangelical and Armenian Churches in the USSR during the visit. 


The three and a half week itinerary, which has been arranged by the Moscow 
Patriarchate, will start with a four-day visit in Moscow and will include a four- 
day visit in Soviet Armenia and shorter stop-overs in Riga, Kiev and Leningrad. 


Members of the delegation in addition to Dr. Visser 't Hooft, are: the Rev, 
Francis House, WCC associate general secretary, British, a member of the Church 
of England; Dr, Nick Nissiotis, assistant director of the WCC's Ecumenical 
Institute, Bossey, Switzerland, Greek, a member of the Greek Orthodox Church} 

Dr, O. Frederick Nolde, New York, director of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs, a joint agency of the WCC and the International Missionary 
Council, United States, a member of the United Lutheran Church in America; and 
Mr. U Kyaw Than, Rangoon, Burma, Baptist, administrative secretary of the Hast 
Asia Christian Conference. Mr. Alexander de Weymarn, a research officer in the 
wcC'!s General Secretariat, will accompany the delegation as interpreter. 


The two-way exchange of visits resulted from a meeting held at Utrecht, the 
Netherlands, in August 1958, at which the representatives of the Patriarchate 
expressed a desire to get first-hand information about the World Couneil's work. 


In June, Archpriest Vitaly M. Borovoy, of Vilna, a lecturer in early church 
history at the Leningrad Theological Academy and Mr, Victor S. Alexeev, a lay 
secretary in the Moscow Patriarchate's office for inter-church relations, visited 
the World Council. Later they attended as observers the meeting of the World 
Council's Central Committee on the Island of Rhodes, in August. (See EPS No. 27) 

HPS, Geneva 


a 
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Sharing of Birth Control Data Urged 


(New York) vats broad plan whereby overpopulated countries would be helped in 
family planning by those more technically advanced has been outlined by the Rev. 


Dr. Richard M, Fagley, executive secretary of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs, 


Dr. Fagley, participating in a symposium on “Overpopulation and Foreign Aid" 
told delegates to the annual convention of the Planned Parenthood Federation of 
America, that in addition to the need for a greater mobilization of technical 
knowledge in birth control, there is a need for more effort "to try to make 
periodic continence a more reliable means to the same end". 


He observed that "for millions of devout human beings" periodic continence 
is the only licit method short of complete abstinence, and urged that "the 
dominant motive throughout should be to help the human family" in "ways congruent 
with its own belief". 


He noted that statements of the Lambeth Conference of 1958 (see BPS No, 34) 
and the Mansfield Report prepared by a study group called by officers of the 
International Missionary Council and the World Council of Churches marked a new 
willingness on behalf of Christians to deal responsibly with the problem of over-. 
population, 


But only a small amount of money is spent on technical research in birth 
control and “apart from Sweden the governments of the West are still doing nothing 
to help the underprivileged countries to cope with the problem", he said. 


A clergymen's nationaladvisory committee was announced at the Planned Parent-— 
hood meeting by the Rt. Rev. James A. Pike, Protestant Episcopal bishop of Cali- 
TOLL a 6 The committee includes eighteen prominent Protestant and Jewish church 
leaders. 


Among the functions of the committee is "to help secure the incorporation of 
contraceptive counselling and prescription in maternal health services throughout 
the United States". 


The participants on the symposium panel with Dr. Fagley included Dr, Ernest 
Stebbins of Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Md; B. K. Nehru, Commissioner 
General for Economic Affairs for India; and Clarence Senir, chief of the migra- 
tion division, Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, EPS, Geneva 


John Edwards Dies in Strasbourg 


(Strasbourg) — The Right Honorable John Edwards, president of the General Assembly 
of the Council of Europe and a leading layman of the Church of England, died 
suddenly here of a heart attack at the age of 55, on November 22% 


Mr. Edwards, who was a Privy Councillor and a British Labour member of 
Parliament, had been active in the ecumenical movement, especially in the World 
Council of Churches! study programme on social questions. 


He was vice-chairman and a co-founder of the Committee on the Christian 
Responsibility for European Cooperation, a Europe-wide group of Protestant laymen, 
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In England Mr, Edwards joined actively in the Christian Frontier Movement. 
He was present at many WCC meetings on social responsibility and was a consultant 
for the World Council's study on the Common Christian Responsibility toward Areas 
of Rapid Social Change, 


A statement made jointly in Geneva by WCC general secretary Dr, W.A. Visser 
t Hooft and Mr. Paul Abrecht, executive secretary of the World Council's Depart- 
ment on Church and Society, said: 


"John Edwards made an important contribution to the work of the World Council 
of Churches and we are thankful to God for his life and witness. 


NAS a layman", the statement continued, "Mr. Edwards was no novice either 
aa the field of theology or in the discussions of church unity. Beginning as 
a university student at Leeds, he took an active part in the British Student 
Christian Movement", 


The World Council staff members went on to recall Mr. Edwards! record as a 
British Trade Union organizer and his work as Economic Secretary to the Treasury 
in the first post-war British government. 


"He displayed", the tribute concluded, "that rare combination of practical 
understanding and prophetic insight which are the marks of the faithful servant 
of the Lord. We and our colleagues feel very keenly the loss of this gifted and 
devoted friend". HPS, Geneva 


French Churches Launch Food Appeal for Algeria 


(Paris) —- Churches and Sunday schools all over France are being asked to give 
non-perishable food for winter relief of needy Algerian refugees. 


The appeal has been made by CIMADE, the ecumenical service agency working 
among undernourished victims of the Algerian fighting, who were described as 
“threatened with famine" by CIMADE's general secretary, Pastor Jacques Beaumont, 
after a recent visit to refugee centres. 


Families in many French Protestant parishes will be asked to make cash 
contributions and to bring gifts of sugar, chocolate and powdered milk to church 
in the second week of Advent, December 6 —- 13, Sunday school children will be 
asked for gifts of clothing and blankets. 


The drive is being widely publicized in France among Roman Catholics as well 
as Protestants in response to a joint appeal, the first of its kind, made in July 
by Cardinal Feltin of Paris and Pastor Marc Boegner, president of the Preneh 
Protestant Federation. (See also EPS No. 22) EPS, Geneva 


Assembly Preview Meeting Held 

(Chicago) - A preview of the theme of the World Council of Churches! 1961 Assembly 
was held under the sponsorship of the Evanston Institute for Ecumenical Studies . 
and the Church Federation of Greater Chicago, November 13 - 14. Three hundred 
clergymen, seminarians, and lay people attended. 


The two-day meeting featured speakers from the United States, Ceylon, Swit- 
zerland and France. The Third Assembly of the World Council will be held in New 
Delhi, India, November - December 1961, with the theme "Jesus Christ, the Light 
of the World". The Evanston conference, the fifth biennial Chicago mntference 


on Christian unity, was the first public discussion in America on the theme. 
BPS, Geneva 
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US Student Conference Scheduled 


(Athens, Ohio) - The most inclusive student meeting, secular or religious, ever 
held in the Western Hemisphere is scheduled in Athens, Ohio, December 27 - 
January 2, under sponsorship of the National Student Christian Federation (US). 


An estimated 1,300 overseas students from 100 countries and 1,600 US 
students are expected to attend the Seven-day meeting planned as part of a world 
wide programme of study and experimentation in the Life and Mission of the 
Church,. being conducted by the World's Student Christian Federation. Student 
Christian movements in 74 countries are engaged in this six-year study programme, 


The conference programme will include major addresses by church leaders and 
fommsessions on nine "strategic frontiers faced by the Church including tech- 
nological developments, racial tensions, new nationalism, militant non-Christian 
faiths, the need for statesmanship, expanding higher education, displaced people; 
Communism and modern secularism, Daily Bible study will be led by Bishop Lesslie 
Newbigin of the Church of South India, general secretary of the International 
Missionary Council. 


The meeting will be the first major conference sponsored by the NSCF since 
its formation this summer through a merger of the United Student Christian Council, 
the Student Volunteer Movement and the Interseminary Movement. BPS, Geneva 


Closer Russia-West Ties Hailed 


(Victoria, Australia) - Ten Australian church leaders have issued a peace declaza~- 
tion in which they "welcome the growing rapprochement between Russia and the West". 


But the seven-point statement reaffirms that "the Marxist ideology is irrecon- 
cilable with the Christian interpretation of life". 


The declaration, prepared by a committee headed by Dr. S. Barton Babbage, 
Dean of Melbourne, also urges "the need for a better understanding with China 
and the need for peaceful co-existence between the world's competing economic 
systems". 


A section on race relations states that "discrimination, colour prejudice 
and the exploitation and neglect of backward peoples demand of us a burning in- 
tolerance of man-made inequality". 


Signatories of the statement represent the Presbyterian, Greek Orthodox, 
Lutheran, Methodist, Baptist, Congregational Churches, the Churches of Christ, 
the Salvation Army, and the Society of Friends. EPS, Geneva 


US Christians “Spiritually Tiliterate", Conference Told 

(Cincinnati, Ohio) - US Christians and Methodists in particular were the subjecs 
of some harsh words at the national biennial Methodist Conference on Christian 
Education held recently in Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Dr. Lowell B. Hazzard, of Wesley Theological Seminary (Methodist) Washington, 
charged that most US Methodists are "theologically illiterate". "That our peopte 
know this is evidenced by the wistful question that keeps coming to us, 'Please 


tell us what we believe'', he said. 
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Another speaker, Dr. Arthur S, Flemming, Washington, D.C., said that Americans 
in general are "spiritually illiterate" and that this is "the most serious problem 
facing the United States today". Dr. Flemming is secretary of the US Department 
of Health, Education and Welfare, and church school superintendent of Foundry 
Methodist Church in Washington, D.C. EPS, Geneva 


Cardinal Tisserant Explains Resignation 
(Rome) - Eugene Cardinal Tisserant, the French dean of the Sacred College of 


Cardinals in Rome, has resigned his office as Secretary of the Sacred Congregation 
for the Oriental: Church, 


The Cardinal, who is also Bishop of the Roman districts of Ostia, Porto and 
Santa Ruffina and a Prefect of the Ceremonial Congregation, has explained that 
the decision will leave him free to attend to his other duties and to concentrate 
on the task of Librarian and Archivist of the Church. He said that Pope John XXIII 
Wished him to be free for study work. 


Roman Catholic newsagencies have commented that the resignation of Cardinal 
Tisserant, who is 75, will leave him free for special tasks in connection with the 
preparation of the forthcoming Ecumenical Council. 


The Cardinal had been Secretary of the Congregation for the Oriental Church 
for 23 years and in that time had become an expert on Eastern Orthodox questions. 


He will be succeeded in his former post by Amleto Cardinal Cicognani, a former 
Apostolic Delegate to the United States. EPS, Geneva 


Us Church Offers Aid in Steel Strike Settlement 


(Chicago, Ill.) - The "good offices” of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA 
have Deen Otrered to aid in Settlement of the steel strike in the United Statea. 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, stated clerk of the church's general assembly, told 
eemceting here that “It is time...-for the American people to make it clear thee 
the strike must be settled promptly and that they will not countenance any di- 
latory delay on either side of the negotiations." He addressed representatives 
of both management and labour at a 15th anniversary dinner of the Presbyterian 
Institute of Industrial Relations. 


Dr. Plake said he is sure that "part of the difficulty" in the stalemated 
negotiations is "moral and spiritual, having to do with inner attitude and 


desire". 

A prolonged and bitter strike, he added, Mis a clear exhibition oF the 
failure of free society to function andisa prelude to economic and politieal 
disaster". 


An 80-day injunction against the strike ordered by President Hisenhower 
under the Taft-Hartley law, is now in effect. BPS, Geneva 
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Aid Asked for Moslem Refugee Schools 


(Geneva) - Member churches of the World Council of Churches have been asked to 
help support the building of twenty new schools in Pakistan, the world's largest 


Moslem state. The scheme, part of the WCC's World Refugee Year programme, will 
cost about $800,000. 


The programme calls for erection of four fully-equipped schools in each of 
the five satellite towns now being built by the government at Korangi near 
Karachi, the federal capital, to settle a total of about half a million refugees 
and homeless people. An estimated 50,000 children between the ages of six and 
twelve will be enrolled in the new schools. 


The building programme has been undertaken and will be administered by the 
West Pakistan Christian Council. The Pakistan government will donate the land 
and playing fields and will allow building materials to be imported duty free. 
The schools will be run under the management of existing church institutions. 
EPS, Geneva 


Orthodox Cause Expands in Hast Africa 


(Athens, Greece) - Reports on the growth of the Greek Orthodox Church in British 
Bast Africa have been delivered to officials of the Holy Synod of the Greek Church 
in Athens by Archimandrite Reuben Mukasa Sparta, the head of the Greek Orthodox 
Church in Uganda. 


The archimandrite, who is under the jurisdiction of the Orthodox Patriarchate 
of Alexandria, is a former Anglican who is now furthering the Orthodox faith in 
Kenya and Tanganyika as well as his own country. 


He revealed that there are now 10,000 Orthodox in Uganda and another 4,000 
in Kenya. The Orthodox Church was established in Africa about ten years ago 
as an independent movement, and later received recognition from Alexandria, 


Father Sparta had talks with Archbishop Theoklitos of Athens and asked the 
Holy Synod to send vestments, icons, books and furnishings for Orthodox worship 
to Uganda. He also requested expansion of scholarship programmes for students 
of theology and prospective women nurses at the University of Athens. 


Sixteen students have already been helped to study in training institutions 
and theological schools in Greece. A missionary society has been formed under 
the initial sponsorship of the international Orthodox youth movement "Syndesmos" 
and will help the Uganda church (see also EFS No. 15). 


Five priests have volunteered to go from different parts of Greece to serve 
in East Africa and a collection is being taken in the parishes to help in the 
erection of churches and insitutions in Uganda. 


King Paul of Greece received Father Sparta in audience and was presented 
with gifts from the ruler of Buganda, the Kabaka. EPS, Geneva 
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(Chicago) 3 A leading US Episcopal clergyman said here that signs of progress” 
toward Christian unity are more visible in Europe than in the United States. 


The Rev. William F. Maxwell, dean of the Chicago-West deanery, said signs 
pointing toward unity in Hurope are seen in mutual Bible study by Protestant 
Roman Catholics and “increasel plain old charity between Roman Catholic and o 

urches due partly to a change of atmosphere created by Pope John". 

Mr. Maxwell said the pontiff seems to be a "very loving and kindly nan 
man who welcomes all people". He added that this situation "could ease the | 
traditional position of the Roman Catholic Church that it is the only Church, — 

~ a position that must change before true Christian unity can be accomplished." 


EPS, Ge 


German Socialists Adopt Now Statement on Church 


(Bonn) - The German Socialist Party has adopted a new party programme ine 
a section on religion and the Church, which signals a marked revision in 

traditional attitudes. The Socialist Partyhas been traditionallymore Mar 
secularist in its views. a 


The new statement says: "The only sound basis for fruitful co-existence 
* on both the personal and political level is mutual toleration, which respec 
those who hold diverse views and diverse beliefs. Socialism is not a subs’ 
for religion. The SPD respects the churches and religious associations, t 
special task and their individuality. It approves their protection by the ~ 
authorities. It is always ready to cooperate with the churches and religi 
associations in a free partnership: It welcomes the fact that people's 
religious convictions give them a feeling of duty towards social action an 
responsibility within the society. Freedom of thought, freedom of belief 
freedom of conscience and freedom to preach must be assured. Religious o 
ideological teaching must not be misused for political or anti-democratic 


poses." et 


The statement was adopted at a special party conference held recentl 
Godesberg. EPS, Ge 


nh Brier 


The Church of Ireland (Anglican) has turned over its church at Ballin 

County Galway, to the local Roman Catholic community for use as a Catholic 

A spokesman said the gift was made because there have been no members of tl 
Church of Ireland residing in the parish for some years and since there is n 
Roman Catholic church in the neighbourhood Roman Catholics there have to tra 

* dong distances to attend the nearest church, 


* 


by the Rev. Michael Scott, a well-known Anglican clergyman. Mr. Scott wi- 
the expedition, which is expected to set out on December 1. His appeal h 
backed by members of the Ghanaian Cabinet and numerous religious organizations 
> 4n Ghana and: other African countries. Bye 
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A budget of $4,003,000 for the work of the American Bible Society in 1960 
has been approved in New York by the agency's Advisory Council. 


K * 


The four Orthodox patriarchs in the Near East are to participate together 
for the first time in Christmas services in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in 
Jerusalen. The Jerusalem Patriarch, Benedictos, has invited the Ecumenical 
Patriarch of Constantinople - who will be making a journey in the Near East - 
together with the Patriarchs of Alexandria and Antioch, They will be joined 
by Archbishop Theoklitos of Athens. 


* % 


Pope John XXIII has announced that he will create eight new cardinals, 
bringing the number of the College of Cardinals to 79 - the highest in history. 
Of the seven cardinals-designate, two are from the United States, one is from 
scotland, one from Ireland; one from Germany and one from Spain. The red 
hat will be bestowed on them at a consistory beginning at Vatican City on 
December 14. Unofficial Vatican sources believe the Pope's intention in creating 
the new cardinals is to strengthen the ranks of his senior advisers in Rome in 
preparation for the Ecumenical Council. 


BOmth: 


The Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church, India's largest Lutheran body, is 
training lay people to help its 160 pastors minister to the church's 260,000 
members. In the past, the church has relied on teachers in its 700 elementary 
schools to assist the pastors as lay catechists, but the government is taking 
over the schools soon and they will become civil servants. While many are 
reported to have voluntecred to continue as catechists, additional people are 
now needed, At present the church's pastors serve parishes of 10 to 20 con- 


gregations each. 
* x 


The Rev. David Makoto Goto, professor of church history and Christian 
ethics at St. Paul's University, Tokyo, since 1943 has been consecrated as the 
fifth Anglican Bishop of Tokyo. He succeeds former Bishop Timothy M. Makita, 
who resigned last February because of illness. A nationally known writer on 
theology and church history, Bishop Goto had served earlier as priest and chap- 
lain in a number of parishes and institutions in Japan. 


2S AS 


World Refugee Year will be aided by $390,000 by the United Church of Canada. 
The denomination's General Council has called upon its churches to contribute 
$250,000 in 1960 to be added to the $140,000 raised yearly through its Overseas 


Relief Fund. 
x 


Protestant Episcopal churches in the United States marked the 175th anni- 
versary of the bestowal of the episcopate on the church in the country at Sunday 
services and special observances last week. The church's first bishop was 
Sanuel Seabury of New London, Conn., who was consecrated in 1784 by the Hpiscopal 
Church of Scotland at Aberdeen, Scotland, after he had earlier been prohibited 
by law from being consecrated by the Church of England because he planned to 
serve in another country. 
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A US Methodist bishop is spiritual adviser to Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek 
leader of ten million Chinese on the Island of Formosa. Bishop Arthur J. Moore 
of Atlanta, Ga., was thus introduced by the Generalissimo at a palace dinner in 
the bishop's honour, Bishop Moore is filling a vacancy in the Methodist Far 
East bishopric left by the death of Bishop Ralph Ward. 


x * 


A drive to raise $100,000 for a fund to combat juvenile delinquency in New 
York is being conducted by the Protestant Council of the City of New York. Funds 
raised will help establish ten youth centres in critical areas of the city not 
adequately served now or not being served at all. They will be operated by the 
Council in cooperation with New York City's Youth Board. 
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A committee in the state of Oklahoma, USA, has subscribed funds for erection 
of a Christian Study Centre on Fern Mountain near Muskogee. The programme of 
the centre will include interdenominational conferences along the lines of the 
German Evangelical Academies. The Oklahoma committee is directed by the Rev. 
J.L.B. Williams, rector of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Muskogee and 
formerly minister of the American Church in Bonn, Germany, 


AS Tae 


A consultation on Rapid Social Change in Africa will be held in Johannesburg, 
south Africa, December 7 —- 10 under the auspices of a committee of leaders of 
the Dutch Reformed Church of the Transvaal and Natal and the National Christian 
Council of South Africa and of the World Council of Churches. The consultation 
is part of a series scheduled in connection with the WCC's study of social, 
political and economic changes in Asia, Africa, Latin America and the Middle 
Bast. Similar consultations are also planned next year in Sao Paulo, Brazil 
and in the United States. The Rev. Daisuke Kitagawa, special assistant for the 
study in the WCC's Department on Church and Society, will address the Johannes— 
burg meeting. 
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The work of the World Council of Churches is depicted in a special film 
series of four half-hour programmes being produced by the British Broadcasting 
Corporation. Titled "The Cry Goes Up" the series will deal with WCC service 
to refugees, its work in providing material aid to the hungry, sick and homeless, 
its programme in areas of rapid social change and the story of the movement of the 
world's churches towards unity. The films are expected to be available in 
December for use on television and in churches and schools in other countries. 

HPS, Geneva 
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